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tracks and lack of serviceable locomotives, though
it has one achievement in this field to its credit:
the double-tracking of the Trans-Siberian and the
Turkestan railroads. However, both of these roads
are in countries very thinly populated, and the im-
provements were made for military purposes.

It goes without saying that the nervousness of the
crews, who worked under the constant fear of in-
curring the death penalty for an accident due to
circumstances they could not control, did not help
the situation. When in 1935 Kagonovitch was made
head of the railroads in Russia, he apparently real-
ized this, and recently abolished the death penalty
for unpremeditated accidents or wrecks. The Rus-
sians claim that this act alone will help in dimin-
ishing accidents. Nevertheless, inefficiency and
carelessness can still be construed as acts of sabot-
age and punished as such.

This attitude of greater leniency toward the per-
sonnel of the railroads is an exception to the general
trend, which is constantly toward enlarging the
category of political or social crimes and therefore
increasing the severity of punishment.

An ordinary case of thievery, by the laws and
decrees now in effect, may be construed as a crime
against the government, and therefore a capital